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St. Blaise Church--Photo credit-Daniel Cox’ 


Saint Blaise Church History 
Bellingham, Massachusetts 
Guest Editor-Florence Deslauriers 


"Little did the former owners of the EugeneWebberfarm located on 
what was known as Scott Hill Road, ever dream that some day in the 
future a Catholic Church would be built on their land. 

On July 12th, 1961 construction on the town's third Catholic 
Church broke ground. The site on South Main Street was cleared by 
J. D. Finigan Inc.. The plans were drawn by the Providence architect- 
ural firm of Fontaine & DelSesto. 

Thus Saint Blaise Parish was established on April 3rd,1962. 
Reverend Father Joseph P. Mahoney was the first Pastor. He arrived at 
his new post on April 23rd, and became spiritual director of the Holy 
Name Society, the Women's Guild, Knights of Columbus and Catholic 
Family Movement until his demise in June of 1965. 

Laying of the cornerstone and Dedication ceremonies of Saint 
Blaise Church were held on December 8, 1963. Richard Cardinal Cushing 
officiated. Priests from neighboring towns attended as well as Knights 
and Ladies of the Holy Sepulchre and Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus 
members. The Reverend Father Joseph P. Mahoney, Pastor, assisted, 

The second Pastor, the Reverend Father Arthur Norton, who replace 
ed the Reverend Father Mahoney, remained at Saint Blaise until January 
of 1968, when the Reverend Father Joseph Beacon was named third Pastor. 
It was during his pastorship, that the new ruling,permitting Catholics 
in the diocese of Boston to fulfill their Sunday obligation by attend- 
ing Mass on Saturday evening, was adopted, 

Eighteen months later in June of 1969, the Reverend James Cosgrove 
became the fourth Pastor. As of January of 1973, the Reverend James 
Connolly continued the work of his predecessors. as spiritual director, 
he also established the Saint Vincent de Paul Society, and housed the 
Human Resources Center in the Rectory to assist anyone having problems 
with Social Security, Veterans Benefits, Welfare, Mortgage and rent 
problems. Father Connolly is the current Pastor at Saint Blaise Parish. 


The first marriage was celebrated on August hl, 1962 between 
William Francis Murray, Jr. and Sandra Colleen LaFlamme. The first 
baptism was that of Carol Raymonde Lee Audette on April: 22, 1962, 
Reverend Father Joseph P. Mahonsy officiated. 

The first Communion Class of 27 children was received on May 18, 1963. 
The first Confirmation Class was administered by the Most Reverend 
Bishop Erec F. McKenzie on April 10, 196)" 


A highlight of historical significance was realized when a special 
service was held for Herbert C. Stewart, famous "Taps" bugler, on 
December 8, 1973 honoring him for playing "Taps" in Bellingham for 52 
years at every Memorial Day celebration. Also it was to observe his 
coming 90th Birthday on December 30. He received a personal citation 
from President Gerald R. Ford in recognition of such dedicated service, 

It turned out to be the last promotion that Edward Sawyer parti- 
cipated in as Chairman of the Bellingham Historical Commission. 

Then in February, 197) the funeral of Chairman Sawyer was conduc= 


ted by Father Connolly in this sanctuary with a tape recording of this 
sad event. | ) \ Be 
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There are times when the rewards 
of research come in surprising 
ways and allows us to share in 
rare unusual things that have 
great historic significance. 


Such as the story of the paper 
at our left and one that should 
mean a great deal to our friends 
in St. Blaise. 


When Richard Cardinal Cushing 
honored you by attending your 
Dedication of St. Blaise,little 
were you aware that Edward 
Sawyer would have the opportunit- 
y to talk with him and as a 
result be given this very person- 
al Autograph. When he revealed 
this prize it was only natural 
that I should request the privi- 
lege to copy it in anticipation 
of this very moment to pass it 
on for your enjoyment and maybe 
as a keepsake of Bellingham 
history. We are deeply indebted 
to Ed for his foresight and 
thoughtfulness. So many times 
he had your interest in heart 

at the expense of his own. 
So--when you read this,remember 
Ed and send a generous thought 
of gratitude in his direction, 
won't you, please. 


May we emphasize again the strange coincidence that just ten years later 
to the day, Ed was involved in another celebration,in which Herb Stewart 
was honored for his record of playing "Taps" at every Memorial Day in 
Bellingham for 52 years, and the program had been promoted by Ed to be 
in St. Blaise Church when hundreds’ attended and made both men very 
happy. 


Then we have another reminder, though sad, of the jer 
passing of a dedicated servant who had been a Nov mber 


leader of unusual ability and talent. Richard: Gerdinal 


Cushing, former Boston 


Small though it be, this Autograph is added to the archbishop, dies at 75. 
rich heritage of Bellingham when a great influence 
touched some of your lives and left an everlasting impression even if 
$t lasted for but a brief moment in the "sands of time". You are 
indeed a fortunate people and when you have to go to other places in. 
life remember the "little" things that were shared with you from 
BELLINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS? GP 
SORE SUBJECT t tf - 
As I shovel walk and driveway— 
My muscles ache, and blisters grow— 


I glimpse a passing bumper sticker, 
Advising whimsically: Think Snow! 
ROSEMARIE WILLIAMSON 3 


BICENTENNIAL QUILT 
Guest Editor--Gladys Glockner 


As the curtain closes on the Bicentennial scene and the shades of night are drawr, 
to await a new day and ceitury we reflect upon the great significance that we were 
privileged to be alive, to see and hear the many outstanding events depicting our 
rich heritage and to realize that such can never happen again! Now we are faced 
with a whole year that has vanished as suddenly as it appeared. Gratitude is our 
strength as we look forward to another celebration in which we cannot possibly be 

a part; the Tri-centennial. May those in the future appreciate their participation 
as much as we have. We wish the very best for them. 


The real story of the Bicentennial Quilt will not be found in any history book. 
Its chapters were written with the sweat, tears, laughter and tender, loving care 
of the twenty-five Quilters who gathered each Monday evening in my basement to cre- 
ate a lasting memorial to this Bicentennial year. 

All ages from seven up to "I'll never tell" group, with capabilities from beginner 
to expert, worked on this quilt. Some came to observe and then stayed to help! 

My husband, "Bill", kept the fire going in our wood stove and I always kept a kettle 
of water hot for “coffe breaks". (well--nearly always!) 

Our scrap bags gave us many surprises. It would be impossible to recall all of the 
many searches that went on for just the right piece of cloth that was needed for 
each window, tree or building, but a few"finds" do come to mind. Lillian Fielder 
finally found a piece of burlap that made a perfect "dirt road" for her block, and 
we found just the right piece of paisley print that Elaine Racine used for the St. 
Brendan's windows. Lucille Simonini, who drove from the other side of Woonsocket 
missed only one meeting due to a blizzard, brought a "goody bag" that produced many | 
of our needed pieces. In it we found a "piece of snow" that Ruth Morin needed for 
the snow drift in front of St. Blaise Church} Violet Mowry's "rocks" in the South 
School block were tiny pieces of material in different textures... Finding the right 
"rea" for bricks in "old" chimneys and "new" buildings was as exciting as Jean 

* Pleau'ts finding the"water" to use under the Keystone Bridge. Annette Caya wasn't 
as lucky. She spent four days making dozens of seed stitches to create the stucco- 
look for Assumption Church. The right piece of gold cloth was in the bag for 
Sandra Barnes! North Baptist Church block, but the many stitches she made to "lead" 
the windows took many hours of work and much patience. 

The Log Cabin Quilt was a cinch to put together, but the Colonial Star presented 
many problems. The prints were hard to find and the pattern was difficult to asse- 
mble. Many learned the hard way to set star points, and the frequent admonition to J 
"take that seam out and try again" was very discouraging. However, the ladies! | 
natural stubborness and determination finally paid off and in March all of the 

work was finished after five and one-half months of toil and "suffering". 

Out of this unbelievable chaos there came three completely hand-sewn quilts, two 

of which were raffled off to pay for all expenses, including a portable glass case 
for the permanent housing of the Bicentennial Quilt. 

The best "fringe benefit" of the whole adventure were the lasting friendships 

that resulted. The quilters gave me a surprise Birthday Party in March and the 
buffet dinner was topped off with a beautiful "Crazy Quilt Cake" baked by Muriel 
Locklin. It was a terrific party, enjoyed by all. The Quilters are presently 
sewing on a "Friendship Quilt" for Bill and me. That is a beautiful labor of love 
in the true "Spirit of '76". ; 
"How much piecin! a quilt is like livin! a life} Many a time I've set and listened 
to Parson Page preachin! about predestination and free will, and I've said to my = 
self,'If I could jest git up there in the pulpit with one of my quilts, I could 
make life a heap plainer than Parsm's makin' it with his big words. 
"You see, to make a quilt you start out with jest so much caliker; you don't go to 
the store and pick it out and buy it, but the neighbors give you a piece here and 
there and you'll find you have a piece left over every time you've cut out a dress, 
and you jest take whatever happens to come. That's the predestination. 


a le it comes to cuttin’ out the quilt, why, you're free to choose your own 


You give the same kind of pieces to two persons and one'll make a 'Nine-Patch! 

and the other one!1ll make a 'Wild-goose-Chase! and so there'll be two quilts made 
of the same kind of pieces but jest as different as can be. That's the way of 
livin'. The Lord sends us the pieces; we can cut ‘tem out and put tem together 
pretty much to suit ourselves. There's a heap more in cuttin! out and sewin' than 
there is in the caliker." 


From AUNT JANE OF KENTUCKY 
By Eliza Calvert Hall. 
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Bellingham 
Bicentennial 


Quilt 


JOHN LUNDVALL — HISTORIAN 
GLADYS L. GLOCKNER — DIRECTOR 
LUCILLE SIMONINI — SECRETARY 


QUILTERS 
Sandra Barnes Violette Mowry 
Annette Caya Mary O’Mera 
Zella Chase Linda Patrick 
Lithan Fielder Jean Pleau | 
~ Atea Gavasso Elaine Racine 
Aline Gervais Lucille Simonini 
Gladys Glockner Imelda Sonier 
June Hill Phyllis Tagliaferri | 
Dorothy E. Johnson Jean Tate 
OTHER WORKERS Frieda Klemann Rose Thomas 
Munel Locklin Agnes Westerback 
Gila Brunetti Leora Kraus Janice McCarthy Sharron White 
Joan Clifford Pat Locklin, age 14 Ruth Morin Adolpha Yerka 
Joan Dittami Laurie Samarco 4 
Agnes Donelly Maagie Samarco | PHOTOGRAPHER 
Patricia Dresser Me ote 
Tracy Glockner, age 7 Ester Turner Sheila Ozirnek 
Wendy Glockner, age 9 Sarah Wrenn 
Lea Kraus Unbleached fabric donated by Mr. and Mrs. Davis Knights 
ARTISTS 


Correction--September BURMA SHAVE-- 


: Lee Klindt "Don't lose your head to gain a minute 
eat tiers nA Sie ae You need your head, your brains are 
Robert Tate 


Barbara Rhodes in it, 1! 
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As you well know by now, it was in 
this man's house that the third and ee 
final assembly was held on Sept.9,177) . 4. 
where the delegates approved Dr. Sieney 
Warren's Suffolk Resolves. Here, again, ~~~ 
Paul Revere rode from Milton to 
Philadelphia carrying this precious 
document. 


But what you did not know is that we 
are very proud to have in Bellingham 
descendants of Daniel Vose! The 
family of Richard W. Vose, Jr. are of 
such noble descent. Three children, 
Jeffrey, Karen and Glenn are students 
in our school system. 


We shall feature other descendants of 
famous people that are a part of our 
rich heritage from time to time. 


Let us know if you, too, are some of : co 
those who helped to make our country Daniel Vose (Milton) 


what it is today. . 
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"Past Tense. 


Tick-tock goes the clock. 
Minutes passing, never stop. 


POETS CONTEMPORANEOUS 


There they go--one by one. 


Into the past they quickly run. 


"Take us with you 3!" the hours cry, 
And into the past they also fly. 
The hours take the days along 

And soon a month has swiftly gone. 


The years are slipping just as fast 
flying into the past." 


as minutes, 


--Frances Seagrave. 


"Tf We were Young again. 


If we were young again 
We could dream 


About the things we want to do 
And not do the things we have to dol 


If we were young again 
We could dream 


About the people we want to be 
And not be the people we have to be! 


--Hrnest Taft, 
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TRIALS OF A MAILMAN 


When the soles of your feet are 
‘blistered with heat, 

As you wearily drag them down the 
street, 

And the skin is rubbed from your 
calloused back 

By that old infernal - leather sack, 


Then as you walk alone the street 


so sunny 
‘Trying to count C. O..D. money, 
‘A woman comes out across the way 
And loudly blares out, “Postman, hey 
‘Come over there and get this card, 
How dare you pass right | in my 
Peyard?” 
‘Then you wish it wasn’t against the 
law 
To go over and kill somebody’s ma. 
‘But on you go down the heated 
~ street. 
As the shoe soles warp upon your . 
feet, 
‘and your collar begins to-ride your 
ear, 


TIN 
on a sunlit day yy 


woe ee 


Moonbeams 


following me, 


And casting My shadow 


on the span of a 
Never knowing, 

Never caring 

How it lands, 


But only that it lands 


fully on the ground, 

and truthfully, 
openly, 

understandingly, 


And most important, 


h 


freely," 
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WITH BROWN HAIR—PLEASE MAKE IT 
A BLONDE INSTEAD. 


JLo 


‘And you wish you were any place 
but here, 

Another female then calls you .a 
scamp 

Because you won’t sell her a postage 
stamp. 

It is then you commence to realize, 

As the sweat starts dripping in your 
eyes, 

That you are doing your B.LT. 

For Uncle Sam and-the P.O.D. 


PRAYING HANDS 
BY. 
ALBRECHT DURER 


“The drawing 
of the praying 
hands shown 
here is based on 
the painting by 
the German 
master Durer. 

The popular 
story of these 
hands tells of 
Durer and a fel- 
low art student, 
both destitute 


“Let there be peace on earth 


. and in need of a means of livelihood, 


fe 


WILL BE SO KINO 
AS TO ALLOW A LADY 
TO CHANGE HER MIND. 


and let it begin with me." 
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It was decided that one would 


labor to support them while the 


other would continue studying 
painting. When the paintings 
would begin to sell then the other 
one could resume his painting. ae 

Durer was chosen to work faith- 
fully to master his art. At long last 
the paintings began to sell and his 
fellow student was able to return 
to his studies. 

But, after years of hard work, 
the muscles in his friend’s hands 
had: become stiffened, the joints 
enlarged, the fingers twisted and 
he could no longer hold his brush 
with mastery and skill. 

One day as Durer saw his 
friend’s work-worn hands folded 
reverently in prayer the thought 
came to him that to paint those 
hands would show to the world 
Durer’s appreciation for a noble, 
unselfish character. ¥ 


A reflection on the landing of the Pilgrims on Plymouth Rock on 
December 21st,1620 is noted by a remark that a lady from South Carolina 
made to an old timer of Bellingham as she was shown "The Rock"-- 


looking down on it she exclaimed, "Why we have bigger boulders than 
that in'‘our cotton patch !" 'tnuff said 1! 


Sis,is Santa \ |No,Buster, don't worry. I just . : 
Claus going washed them andam hanging if 
to Fill all them here to dry ia 
those oe ee 
stockings 1, 
for you 2 


‘This LADS 
QUESTION WAS 
APROPOS. 

HE WAS 
BOTHERED AND 
HAD To KNOW. 
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@ There is one thing still the same as in 
yrds \\ the GOOD OLD DAYS, and prob- 
ably never will be changed, and that’s 


OYHOOD le tb. a woman’s fear of a mouse. 
matt DERS S.2.(_ 
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@ When a boy at Christmas time was 
satisfied with a package of fire crackers 
and three hog bladders; and a girl was 
delighted with a china doll and a candy 
sheep? 
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Ze “QWHE NEW KID IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 8 
22° SHOWS UP WITH A “GIRLS” SLED. 


